
 

1  

Non Profit Org.  

U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
PERMIT NO. 2017  

WHITTIER, CA  

Traditional Worship Service  9:00 a.m. 

Praise Service  10:45 a.m.  

Childrenôs Sunday School:  10:00 a.m. 

PASTOR:  Catherine E. Luehr  

PASTOR:  Dennis M. Laherty  

PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR:  Jonine Sodders  
 

Spanish Services offered at 2:30 pm by House of Faith  
 

E-mail: churchinfo@elclh.org        

Website: www.elclh.org                 

Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church  
150 North Palm Street, La Habra, California  90631  (562) 691 -0656 

          Preschool:  (562) 694 -5316 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 

From Pastor Luehr ......................................... Pg. 2 

Heart And Hands Outreach ............................ Pg. 3 

Parish Education ............................................ Pg. 5 

Spring Talent Show ........................................ Pg. 6 

Spring Musical ................................................ Pg. 6 

Joy Circle ....................................................... Pg. 7 

Stewardship Pledge Cards ............................. Pg. 7 

Confirmation Sunday ...................................... Pg. 8 

CRCC Excerpt ................................................ Pg. 8 

Whatôs a Lutheran Class ................................ Pg. 9 

Childrenôs Activities Page ............................. Pg. 10 



 

2   

 
I normally write my own article for the monthly Emanuel newsletter, however I was struck by the 
following words from the Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, given in her 
Easter Message:   

 

ñAfter the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 
the other Mary went to see the tomb.ò  So begins the Easter story in the Gospel 
according to Matthew.  The women had lived through the pain of Friday and the 
emptiness of Saturday and were expecting death.  All their hopes had come to a 
dead end.  And just then, as the first day of the week was dawning, hope was 
restored. 
 
The angel said, ñDo not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified.  He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.ò  
 
Instead of death ð life. 
 
Instead of the end ð the beginning. 
 
On Easter, we will have glorious celebrations in our congregations and worshipping 
communities.  There will be rejoicing and music and flowers and alleluias and thatôs 
a good thing.  But when the flowers fade and the pressures of life seem so heavy, 
when the brokenness of this world breaks our spirits, when we have come to a dead 
endé rejoice.  
 
Because it is exactly there where the risen Christ meets us.  It is precisely there 
where we are give resurrection life.  It is at that point where we say ñChrist is Risen, 
He is Risen indeed!  Halleluiah!ò  Happy Easter Church. 

 

May we all heed the words of Bishop Eaton and remember that even as the celebration fades, the 
promise of Easter remains. 

 
Pastor Cate Luehr 

 

Post It Notes from Pastor Luehr  
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 Heart And Hands Outreach  
  

 ñFeed My Sheepò ï John 21 

  

 ~ Sharing the Good News ~ 
  
COMMUNITY SHARING AND CARING OUTREACH: 

 
FRISTERS ð Several hundred diapers and several 
thousand baby wipes were delivered to FRISTERS on April 6.   
A number of young women in the FRISTERS greeting area were 
thrilled.  They asked, ñARE THOSE FOR US?ò  They were 
overwhelmed with the gift.  Emanuel members are so generous 
and really do make a difference to these young women.  If you 
want to know more about FRISTERS, just visit the Emanuel 
website at elclh.org or go the FRISTERS website at fristers.org. 

 
 

PURSES AND HYGIENE ITEMS FOR MOTHERôS DAY ð There are up to 15 moms at WINGS 
and between 20 and 25 moms at Fristers.  GENTLY USED purses and bags will be returned on 
May 7 for combining and distribution. 
 
We will need help putting the bags together on May 7.  Is there anyone who would like to distribute 
to either WINGS or Fristers that week?  Please contact Mischelle Uhlman or Jeanette Parr.  
Suggested items for bags include: 
 
 

 Å Nail Clippers Å Pocket Calendar Å Lip Gloss 
 Å Tweezers Å Small Hand Lotion Å Hair Ties 
 Å Coin Purse Å Small Hand Sanitizer Å Small Brush  
 Å Pen Å Perfume/Body Spray (small) Å Other small items  
 Å Kleenex  

  
DANIEL ALVAREZ CENTER ð The Daniel Alvarez Center is housed at The Crossing 
Foursquare Church in Whittier.  It is a faith-based on-site recovery center for addicted men.  Other 
than what the men earn when they are able to return to work (while still in recovery), the Daniel 
Alvarez Center relies on the support of others.  Since the men live there, they have an ongoing 
need for basic household items. 
 
On Sunday, June 18 (Fatherôs Day), you are invited to participate in a special focus on this ministry.  
Some of you may remember our famous Toilet Paper Sunday.  This, of course, is an ongoing need.  
The following items would be a great contribution to these men and their recovery:  Toilet Paper, 
Paper Towels, Cleaning Supplies (Mr. Clean, Windex, Bathroom Cleaner, Dish Soap, Laundry 
Soap), Mops/Brooms, Dustpans, Cleaning Cloths. 
 
As you know, HAHO seeks to reach out to all those in our community who will see Godôs love 
through us.  This is another opportunity to make a difference. 
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EVANGELISM: 
 
Our blue Emanuel bags are here!  If you donôt have yours yet, there are some in Moerer Hall and 
we have more in the office.  Please use them to share the Good News as you shop!  The Holy 
Spirit will make it happen.  We just have to be willing to be the conduit. 
 

 
ñTake It To The Lord In Prayerò ð prayers for our church, our pastors, our world, and any special 
needs, in the Chapel or wherever you are at 8:30 on Saturday mornings.  We now have seven 
people praying every week.  Join us.  We are hoping to run out of space in the Chapel and move to 
a larger prayer space.  If you have a prayer request, please let one of the Pastors know and it will 
be lifted up.  
 
 

The next HAHO meeting is Saturday, May 6, at 10:00 AM.  We encourage you to join us or let us 
know your thoughts about this ministry. 
 
 

Thank you for your generous Hearts and Hands! 
 
 
Jeanette Parr 
Facilitator 

 
 HAHO OPPORTUNITY CALENDAR 

 
 

Thank you for the love and care you show all of the time on behalf of our Lord.  If youôd like to plan 
ahead for those ministries which are dearest to your heart, a 2017 calendar of scheduled 
opportunities is below.  (You could post it on your refrigerator.) 

 

May: Purses & Hygiene items for WINGS & FRISTERS MOMS. 
 Collected, processed and finished by May 7.   

A bag with specific items needed will be provided ahead of time. 
 

June: Daniel Alvarez Center ï Household items for their center.  
 

July/August: VBS International Outreach 
  

September: FRISTERS/KIDSTERS Books 
 

October: Bibles for Preschool & Third Graders 
 

November: Veteranôs Outreach 
 

December: Angel Tree(s) 
 
All opportunities will be highlighted with more information in the ñGood Newsò & the weekly 
bulletin. 

 
***Subject To Adjustment***  
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 From the Board of  
 Parish Education   
 

 
Sunday School Class Schedule:   Sunday School classes are held weekly.  Join us on Sunday mornings 
for classes for all age groups starting at age three.  Visitors are always welcome! 
 
 
Classes for Preschool to 6th grade  meet at 10:00 AM in Moerer Hall.  We will be learning about how 
Scripture impacts our daily lives as we learn about the importance of memorizing the Word.  
 
 
Jr. High, Sr. High and Young Adults  meet in the Youth Room at 10:00 AM with Janine Ward and 
Denise Whitcher.  We encourage all Junior High, High schoolers and young adults to come whenever they 
can.  There is always something to be gained by studying Godôs Word. 
 
 
Offerings:   Our weekly offerings will go to purchasing socks for the Daniel Alvarez Menôs Center.  
Students can either bring a pair of menôs socks or give their offering for this need. 
 
 
Seekers:   Seekers youth will meet each Thursday in May from 5:30-7:00 PM.  We are now preparing for 
the Spring Musical, learning songs and speaking parts.  Come join the fun as we have stories, games and 
snacks. 
 
 
Itôs Play Time!!!  All kids are invited to be in our Spring Play.  Come Thursdays from 5:30-
7:00 PM as we begin rehearsing for our musical ñStar Quest...Search for the Stolen 
Scriptures.ò  In a galaxy far away, and in a future not too distant, the crew of spaceship Star 
Quest J-316 are on a mission:  trekking through the galaxy, bringing the Word of God to 
people everywhere!  Come discover how they solve a plot that is underway to destroy all 
scriptures that were recorded.  Bring a friend!  
 
 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) ð A Three Day Adventure: ñCamp OutðGetting 
Sômore of Jesusò:  This year VBS will begin on a Friday evening and end on a Sunday.  
Donôt miss out!  Mark your calendars for July 14, 15 and 16! 
 
 
Easter Egg Hunt:   Thank you to everyone for the generous donations of filled Easter Eggs.  The children 
had a wonderful time searching for eggs and enjoying the treats they received.  
 
 
Please continue to pray for the spiritual growth of the youth and adults.  
 
 
Board of Parish Education 
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 Spring Talent Show  
 Sunday, May 21, 5:00 p.m. 
 Emanuel Lutheran Church 
 
  Emanuel is planning a Spring Talent Show on Sunday, May 21, at 5:00 p.m. 
  in the Sanctuary.  All are invited to participate and attend. 
 
If you wish to participate, please contact the church office at churchinfo@elclh.org or 
Stephanie Young at stephanieyoungsings@gmail.com.  Also, you can speak with one of the 
pastors, or put your information on one of the blue pew cards and return it in the offering 
plate.  Please consider getting involved in this fun activity. 
 

There will be an ice cream social following the concert.  Invite your family and friends! 

ñStar Questé. 
Search for Stolen Scripturesò 

 

Spring Play 
Sunday, May 21 at 10:45 AM 

 

All children are invited to join us as we present our Spring Play.  The 
Starship is on a mission to bring the Word of God to people in the Omega 
galaxy.  All written communication, including the Bible, is now digital.  
Problems arise when the data system is hacked and the entire Bible is 
deleted.  The kids will discover the importance of memorizing Godôs 
Word and carrying it in their hearts. 
 
Practices are on Sunday mornings at 10 AM and Thursdays from 5:30-
7:00 PM.  The Spring Play will be presented on Sunday, May 21, at the 
10:45 AM Praise Worship Service.  There will be a potluck luncheon 
following the service.  All are invited to attend! 

 

MOERER HALL FLOWERBED 
 

WOW!  Have you seen the new flowerbed in front of Moerer Hall?  The flowers are beautiful and 
there is a whole new look.  Thanks to Wolfgang Hessel, Gary Mullins, Steve Mullins, and Keith Kruse for 
this awesome beautification project! 
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STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE CARDS 

 
On Palm Sunday, those in attendance were given pledge cards for this 
yearôs commitment to giving of your time, talents and treasures.  You were 
encouraged to keep the cards for a time and prayerfully consider your 
response to what Jesus did for each of us. 

 
We are now asking that you return your cards by May 7, 2017.  We thank you for your 
commitment to the work of the Lord at Emanuel and pray you are blessed in your commitment.  
There are more cards available on the table in the Narthex. 

 
The Stewardship Committee 

 

 Small Cross 
 Evangelism 
 

A year ago, the Joy Circle  
decided to purchase small metal 
crosses for people to take and 

give out wherever they are.  The evange-
lism amongst the people of Emanuel has 
been incredible.   
 
The Joy Circle just bought another batch of 
crosses for the congregation because you 
have given out over 2,000 this year!!  Keep 
up the good work, and thank you Joy Circle 
for continuing this outreach.   Remember 
that God can do big things out of small  
gestures! 

  

 30th Annual Pacifica Synod Assembly 
  

 San Diego, CA  ð  May 11-13, 2017   
 
Please pray for all who will be attending the Pacifica Synod Assembly this year, 
that the ministry they do and support would be pleasing to God.  Attending this 
year from Emanuel are Pr. Laherty, Pr. Luehr, voting members Jeanette and Warren Parr, and 
non-voting member Phyllis Laherty. 

  
Joy Circle 

Monday, May 15 at 9:30 AM 

 
The Joy Circle is a monthly Womenôs Bible 
Study that normally meets the third 
Monday of each month from 9:30-11:00 
AM in the Hope Center Library.  All women 
are welcome to join.  


