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Pastor Dennis Laherty 

There is a site that I have on Facebook that shows videos of animals eating animals. It will 
show a lion attacking and devouring an antelope, hyenas doing the same to a giraffe. There are 
videos of snakes attacking and actually eating other snakes. I feel that I’ve given enough 
examples to gross out many people and getting you wondering, “Why is pastor watching these 
videos? 
Here's what’s really interesting to me. I turn on television to watch news, and with their words, I 
see and hear politicians eating other politicians. Those who feel they are powerful taking on the 
vulnerable. Those who are hungry for a political office trying, at least, to devour other 
predators. Using words rather than teeth is less bloody but it accomplishes the same goal. To 
devour. 
When I’m watching animals devour other animals I don’t take sides or cheer for one side or the 
other. I see it as nature at work. When I hear politicians in the process of eating each other, 
sometimes I can feel myself agreeing with one side or another and thereby take a passive role 
in mealtime. More and more I’m finding that I’m not comfortable with that posture. 
Everything I know about my Christian belief says to love my neighbor and love my enemy. It 
does bother me when I feel myself get sucked into the arguments that turn into a form of 
mealtime for politicians. I find that I’ve had to work at listening and agreeing or disagreeing 
without the desire to see either party devoured by the other.  
The freedom of speech is a Constitutional gift. Living with this gift is obviously one of the 
differences between animals and politicians. But as we know, the freedom of speech can be 
abused by those who choose to take part in name-calling. And mealtime begins. 
I’m finding for myself, that between now and November 5, I’ll be consciously working on loving 

my neighbor as well as loving my enemy no matter who they might be. It seems like the 

Christian thing to do. 
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HAHO UPDATE  

Heart and Hands Outreach 
Sharing the Good News! 

  

 “Feed My Sheep” – John 21 
 

 AUGUST HAHO UPDATE  
 

Many thanks to all who so generously donated food items for Caring Ministries that were delivered 
on July 9. Jeanette Parr and Robyn and John Ospital found the shelves nearly empty when they 
arrived with a full truckload of food from you. Again we witnessed God’s perfect timing and 
provision. Please keep filling those baskets in the Narthex.  
 
 The St. Jude’s Closet donations of new and slightly used clothing are a continuing outreach as 
well. We can’t begin to express how thankful they are for your generosity to the homeless 
community in our area. When we each do a little, it becomes a great deal. Emanuel lives out it’s 
faith in both these projects…thank you! 
 
We are currently working with Thrivent on a joint project as well as looking at opportunities to help 
our current partners in outreach. We will meet on August 10 at 10:00AM in the Youth Room to 
discuss fall and winter projects. ALL ARE WELCOME! Bring your ideas and thoughts, they are 
welcomed and appreciated.  
 
 
The latest clothing delivery from Emanuel to the St Jude Clothing Closet. Thank you for your 
generosity. 
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Thanks to Lilly Hernandez, our Secretary, who keeps everything in order and watches out for all of us, and 
is available to answer questions all of the time. 
  
Thanks to all those who donated blood to help our community of July 15 and for John Ospital for making 
those arrangements. 
 
Thanks to all of the Parish Administration team who have been working diligently on preparing for VBS on 
August 3, including MaryAnn Carlson, Cindy Reyes, Denise Whitcher, Chip Whitcher, and so many others 
who will help on that day. 
  
Thanks to those persons who assist in making the Worship smooth each week, including the readers, 
communion assistants, communion preparers, ushers, and the diligent workers at the check-in table, 
Robyn Ospital, Janine Ward, and Maddie. 
  
Thanks to  the amazing outpouring of love through food gifts to the Caring Hands Foodbank, who gave just 
in time to fill the empty shelves. 
  
Thanks to the people who brought gently used clothing and purchased socks, underwear, T-shirts, and 
bras for the Clothes Closet at St. Jude. 
  
Thanks to Eric Hindley who has stepped in to lead worship as needed on short notice. 
Thanks to Susan Wright, Denise Whitcher and the Sunday School children’s choir for the beautiful music in 
worship. 
  
Thanks to Bob Wright and AA for procuring the new ceiling tiles for Moerer Hall and Hope Center and 
arranging for their installation. 
  
Thanks to Jonine Sodders who watches our facility at all times, makes repairs herself, and lets us know 
what needs attention...far beyond her Pre-School Director duties. 
  
Thanks to Mary Ann Carlson and her weekly children’s messages, which are learning opportunities for the 
adults as well. 
  
Thanks to  those members who provide the “goodies” for after-worship fellowship each week. 
  
Thanks to Jack Ward and Geoff Roberts for their unfailing patience and good work on the sound and visual 
systems. 
  
Thanks to Bob Fallon and John Ospital who “police” the grounds before worship to make it a clean and 
inviting facility. 
  
Thanks those who count offering each week and those who diligently post offering and attendance 
statistics – Carol Crabb, Janine Ward, Ricki Fehr, Steve White, Nancy White, Darrell Moyer, Jerry 
Schnakenberg, and Jeanette Parr. 
  
Thanks to all those who worship together and give of their time and offerings of money and goods every 
week to make Emanuel warm, welcoming, and a beacon in our community, and provide family for those 
people who need it. 
  
Thanks to the prayer team who work night and day, 7 days a week, sharing needs and praying for our 
friends, family, community, church and the world. 
  
Thanks to Carl Pulley and Kevin Garcia for encouraging our new Men’s Ministry. 
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~ Sunday Bible Readings ~  
  August 4    August  11                   August 18      August 25  _____ 

Exod 16:2-4, 9-15 1 Kings 19:4-8     Prov 9:1-6   Josh 24:1-2a,14-18 
Ps 78:23-29  Ps 34:1-8     Ps 34:9-14  Ps 34:15-22 
Eph 4:1-16  Eph 4:25—5-2     Eph 5:15-20  Eph 6:10-20 
John 6:24-35 John 6:35, 41-51      John 6:51-58  John 6:56-69 

Please Join us for 
Book Club! 

We are reading The 
Echo of Old Books  
begins Thurs. July 
18th @ 1 pm.  

  Altar Flowers Donation 
We Invite you to provide 
flowers for the altar on a 
Sunday Service!  Sign up 

in the Narthex. Monday before 
flowers are expected call Blooming 
Hills to order flowers. Cost will be 
$65.00 paid to Blooming Hills Florist, 
(562) 690-3347 Please take the
flowers home after the service on
Sunday, or they will be taken to a
shut in that week.
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From the Board of Parish Education      August 2024 

Kid’s Summer Music Program:  Our Summer Music time will conclude on Sunday, 
August 25 with an End of the Summer Fellowship and Potluck in Moerer Hall after 
the worship service.  The kids will perform all the songs they have learned and have a 
talent show for anyone who would like to participate. Come join us as we celebrate 
together. 

Offering: Our summer offering is going toward donating food for people who are in our 
communities!  Donations will be delivered to the Food Bank at First Lutheran Church in 
Fullerton.  Students can bring pasta, tuna, canned chicken, peanut butter, rice or money 
which will be used to buy these items. We love the spirit of giving to others in need. 

Vacation Bible School Day Camp--Saturday, August 3       

• “Compassion Camp:  Changing the World with Lovingkindness by Crossing 
Barriers” At this writing, we are busy finalizing the last-minute planning for this Day 
Camp.  Next month we will share with you the details of how everything went. 

• This one-day camp will be filled with games, music, and an adventure with 
discovering that crossing barriers means overcoming obstacles that might stop us 
from seeing, understanding, and helping each other.  Through Jesus’ parable of the 
Samaritan, we will explore the question “Who is your neighbor?” and what it means to 
become a neighbor.  We will discover how showing compassion to anyone who 
needs it, is being a neighbor. Compassion Camp’s goal is to cultivate compassion for 
each other, ourselves and the world. 

• We thank all the youth and adults who have volunteered to help with this special Day 
Camp.  

Study Buddies will resume on Tuesday September 3 after the students have returned 
back to school and back into the homework routine. 

Please pray for the spiritual growth of our youth and adults. 

Parish Ed Team 
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  TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1 

Closed captioning is available on both YouTube and Facebook. 
  Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Instagram  

 

 JOY CIRCLE AUGUST 19, 2024 
 

 I would like to thank those who attended our July meeting. Two new ladies joined us 
for the first time and it was a true blessing to participate in such a time of sharing and 
looking at the importance of community in these uncertain times.  
 

In August we will continue this 3-part study “After Certainty” with the theme of 
“Compassion”. All are welcome to come at any time because each study stands 
alone, so you are never lost or behind! Copies are available upon arrival. Please 
prayerfully consider giving this fellowship a try.  

 
Any questions, call Jo Ellen Dobson, Janine Ward or the Church Office.  
  

 

 Easy Ways to Support Emanuel Financially 
 

Thank you for your financial gifts to God through Emanuel Lutheran Church!!! Below 
are 4 ways to give: 
 

• Entryway offering plate • “Giving” link online at www.elclh.org 
• Mail to the Church Office • Text dollar amount to 562-210-0007 

 

Our bank has recently notified us how checks must be written in order to be accepted.  We are asking for 
your assistance to avoid future checks being refused. 
 

• Checks must be made payable to EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (full name written out) 
• Checks are to be written using blue or black ink only (other colors not acceptable) 
• Make sure the number in the amount is the same as the amount written in words  

($100.00 = one-hundred and no/100 dollars) 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
http://www.elclh.org
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Emanuel Lutheran Preschool is 

now Enrolling students!  

• Our preschool is open all year-round. 
 
• We are state licensed, non-profit 

organization dedicated to providing an 
atmosphere of love and acceptance in 
which all children are encouraged to 
develop to their fullest potential. 

 
• Our teachers are dedicated to support 

and inspire your child’s progress. 
 
• Daily activities include motor 

development, social skills, and language 
skills to benefit your child at their 
appropriate level. 

 
If you or someone you know is looking for 
child care reach out to preschool director 
Jonine Sodders (562)694-5316 or email 
EmanuelPreschoolLaHabra@hotmail.com 

~  Prayer  ~ 

God’s Word tells us it is the 
most powerful force God 

has entrusted to us! 
 

Have a prayer request for 
yourself or others? 

Call or email the church office and  
we will share it with the Prayer 

Team. 
 

Want to make time to pray  
with others?   

Consider joining the Prayer Group 
in person in the Youth Room or via 

Zoom 8:30-9:30 AM Saturday 
mornings. 

 

Want to be part of the Prayer 
Team?  

Contact the church office.  

PLEASE CONTACT 
DENISE WHITCHER @ 562 458 8852 
IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO PERFORM 

after service 

 

FREE Study Buddies Tutoring  
 

Tuesday & Thursday, 
 3-4:30 pm Starts Sept 3, 2024 

 

Study Buddies, our FREE tutoring program 

for grades 1-6, meets at Emanuel on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3-4:30 PM in 

the Hope Center Library.   
 

If you'd like to contribute to the fun, they are 
always in need of snacks for the kids.  
Lunch box size bags of chips and small 
water bottles are supplied to our students 
while they study.  
 

Invite a friend or neighbor! Flyers are 
available at Sunday’s Welcome Table.  

 

Questions? Call Jill Drummond 

(714-403-0956). 
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Pray For One Another August 2024 
   *** Save this for reference throughout the month. *** 

   “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer.”  Romans 12:12 

Special Prayer Focus for This Month 

~ This month, join us in praying that the community may know Christ! 
    We believe that man’s greatest need is to hear and believe in the truth of the gospel. On our own, 

each one of us is totally depraved and hopelessly lost, and yet the free gift of salvation is available 
for all who repent of their sin and put their trust in Jesus Christ. He is the way, and the truth, and the 
life, and no one comes to the Father but through Him (John 14:6). 

~ For all people dealing with natural disasters around the world. Those who have lost loved 
ones, homes, pets and everything they own. 

Continuing Prayers 

~ Ruth Fehr  ~ V.J. Roberts ~ Stephanie Young  ~ Jean Cugini 
~ Sharon Frazier ~ Dan Toussaint ~ Shelley Reesman 
~ Mischelle and John Uhlman ~ Jerry Schnakenberg ~ Charlotte 
~ Maiju and Wolfgang Hessel ~ Chuck Holtzendorff  ~ Cathy Spangler   

Assisted Living Centers/Homebound 

~ Shirley Jordan – Park Vista  ~ Jean Arata 
~ Margaret Roberts – Addie’s Cottage Anaheim ~ Lee Reitzel – Emerald Court 

Friends and Family to Remember 

~ Mike Petrelli (Doris Rossoni son)    ~ Nick Rossoni (Doris Rossoni’s grandson) 
~ Jesse Valdez   ~ Abigail and Belinda and her family  
~ Dani, Luke, Jane & family      ~ Diana Holtzendorff and family   

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

~ For all God’s blessings, those we see and so many big and small ways God provides for our needs, 
often before we even know our need 

~ Thank You, God, for those who are here to share these blessings this month, for the generosity of 
our hosts that make this possible. Bless those who are here and those who are in our hearts, and all 
those who are  not as fortunate.  

If you have prayer concerns to add to Emanuel’s list, please contact the church office at (562) 691-
0656.   
Once a month, names will be removed from the list that have been in print at least eight consecutive 
weeks (except those who request extended prayer). You are welcome to re-submit any names 
removed from the list, or you may remove a name at any time by contacting the church office. Thank 
you.  
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Book of Esther 
Wed 9-10 am in the Library 

**No experience needed!!* 

 We are reading the book of Esther. Come join us in the Emanuel 
library 9 a.m. Wednesday. Call or email the church office at 
churchinfo@elclh.org to receive the Zoom link if you can not make it in person. 
All you need is a computer, tablet or smartphone.  

Christ in Our Home 
July/Aug/Sep NOW 
Available 

This quarterly devotional 
resource encourages us to 
live out our faith daily. Each 
reflective reading is accompanied by a 
daily scripture reference and prayer for the 
day that follows the Revised Common 
Lectionary. Booklets are available in the 
church entryway or office. Email 
churchinfo@elclh.org if you would like a 
copy mailed to you. 

 The 2nd 
Mile Giving     

Envelope for Aug. is: 

Lutheran Retreat,  
Camps & Conferences 

mailto:churchinfo@elclh.org
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