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March Newsletter 

Hi, my name is Lilly Hernandez for those of you who do not know me, I serve as 

the Church Office Manager. I help keep things running smoothly behind the 

scenes. I work closely with our pastor, staff, and ministry leaders, helping with 

scheduling, communication and the everyday details that support our church 

ministries.  

 I’m often one of the first people you’ll see or hear from, and I love welcoming 

members and visitors, answering questions, and helping however I can. My goal 

is to make the church office feel organized, friendly, and welcoming to everyone.  

 It’s a joy to serve our church family and be part of the work God is doing in our 

community. If you see me around the campus, please say hi. 

 

  

  

 

 

EMANUEL’S OFFICE 
MANAGER 

 
Mar 29 Palm Sunday 
Apr   2 Maundy Thursday 
Apr   3 Good Friday 
Apr   5 Easter Sunday 
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 Lily Garden 

 
 

Easter Sunday is April 5th and it is again time to order lilies.  Please 
fill out this form if you would like to order a beautiful Easter Lily for our 
Altar Garden. 

 
 PLEASE ORDER ___________________ LILIES AT $13.00 EACH. 

 
Please make checks payable to Emanuel Lutheran Church. Please mark your check  
“lilies.”  You may also contact the church office directly.  The last date to order is March 
22, 2026 

 
Please fill out the following exactly as you wish it to read in the bulletin: 
 
Given in loving memory of:  

  

 
Given in honor or celebration (circle one) of:  

  

 
Given in thanksgiving to God for:  

  
 
 

 

Lilies given by:  

  

(List the name(s) of person(s) giving the lily as you want it to appear in the bulletin.) 
 
 
 
We hope to distribute the flowers to our shut-ins, area hospitals and convalescent homes 
after Easter. If you would like to take your lily home with you, please pick it up after the 
last service on Easter Sunday or the following Monday morning.  
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Heart and Hands Outreach 
Sharing the Good News! 

  

 “Feed My Sheep” – John 21 

MARCH HAHO OUTREACH 
 

Many thanks to each of you who contributed soup in the month of February at the request of 
Caring Ministries.  The need is so great in the areas they serve.  As St. Paul Lutheran has joined 

them in expanding their outreach program by one day, we pray for them as well. 
 

HAHO met in February to discuss our specific spring outreach and are considering collecting 
much needed pajamas and sweats for those who come to them in emergency situations at the 
Wings Shelter.  These are the people with whom we partner for the Angel Tree  More will be 

communicated through the month of March as we would begin collecting in April. 
 

Of course, food collection and donations to St Jude‘s Closet will continue!!  So many warm 
clothing items are needed at the closet and food is desperately needed at Caring Ministries.  

There are no words to thank this congregation for the generosity that you show on an ongoing 
basis.  May God truly blessed each, and every one of you as you choose to help others. 

 
Please never stop praying for the recipients of our outreach programs! 

Thank you for Jerry Schnakenberg, Jack Ward, and John Ospital for work-
ing through the repairs on the A/C and the Gutter Cleaning and Maintenance issues (The J 
Team); also thank you to Jonine Sodders who keeps us apprised of maintenance issues. 
 
Thankful for the Burrito Ministry Team, who prepare and distribute the burritos to our 
needy, hungry neighbors.  On February 21, they went above and beyond, as one of the re-
cipients, who had recently been in the hospital, passed out and they called 911 on his be-
half 
Such love and caring. 
 
Thankful for all those who have brought lots of soup for the Caring Hands Ministry Food 
Bank and clothing for the St. Jude Closet. 
 
Thankful for all who have brought treats for Sunday fellowship. 
 
Thankful for all who serve through Communion, Reading, Ushering, Sound and Slides, 
Check-ins, and Music, who make the service worshipful and meaningful. 
 
Thankful for our Church Council members who take on responsibilities to make sure our 
many groups and ministries are well-coordinated. 
 
Thankful for Pastoral Intern Amanda, who is doing more than any intern has done in her 
new and very busy role with us… 
 
Thanks be to God! 

Thank you’s 
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St Jude Closet 

 
St Jude Medical Center has a community closet that supplies clothes to patients and homeless in 
need. Emanuel, through HAHO, has decided to take on the task of helping to keep that closet 
stocked. Here’s where you can help. Check your closets for the following items you aren’t using 
and bring them to church – gently used, please. A collection box will be available in the narthex. 

This list of requested clothing will also be on the narthex table, so pick one up on your way in or 

out of church if you need a new one.  We do ask that you stay within the list as we’ve received 

some items that we weren’t able to take such as dresses, women’s shorts/skirts, and children’s 

clothes.  Any questions about items on the list, please call Sharon Frazier  

The following are in HIGH need: 

Men’s pants sizes 28-34 and 44-48. Men’s shirts sizes M, XXL 

Men’s jackets sizes L, XL, XXL, XXXL 

Women’s pants sizes 20+ 

Women’s sneakers sizes 8 and above / Tube socks 

Men’s sneakers sizes 10 and above / Tube socks 

There is an ongoing need for the following: 

Men’s and Women’s casual clothing (gently used, no stains or holes) 

Men’s and Women’s jackets/coats (Men’s are in high demand) 

Undergarments (new only) 

Belts/Scarves/mittens/beanies/backpacks/totes/ponchos (no wallets or purses please) 

Shoes (Men’s are in high demand) 

Also, if you have crutches, walkers, canes, or manual wheel chairs you no longer need, they will be glad to 
take them. A tax donation letter is available upon request. 

This project is being coordinated through HAHO. If you have questions, please call Sharon or Jeanette. 
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March, 2026-From the Board of Parish Education 
 

Come join Sunday School in-person each Sunday at 11:00 AM! 
 

 Kids three years through eighth grade meet in Moerer Hall at 11:00.  Visitors are always 
welcome!   
 
• Sunday School:  In March, we learned about the Beatitudes and the Sermon on the 

Mount where we discovered that we are blessed because we are loved by God.  In 
Isaiah, we saw that we need to give up our selfish ways and care for others, helping 
them when we can. We also learned about the transfiguration of Jesus. The disciples 
knew without a doubt that that Jesus was the Messiah that God had promised to send.  

 
• Offerings:  Student’s offerings are going to be given the Good Samaritan Fund where 

Emanuel members and others can be helped when there is a need.  Thank you for 
supporting your child as we hope to help others. 

 

• Study Buddies:  Thank you to all our dedicated Study Buddy tutors.  We have seen 
such growth with our students.  Spring Break is March 16-March 20.  We will not work 
with students during Holy Week on March 31 and April 2.  We welcome anyone who 
would like to listen to students reading aloud.  Come join our team! 

 

• Community Egg Hunt and Craft Event:  The Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt and 
Craft Event is on March 21 where we have Luther Glenn bringing animals for kids to 
see and pet.  Lunch will be included. A Prep Day is scheduled for Saturday, March 14.  
Come help us prepare craft materials and fill plastic eggs.  Invite your friends and 
neighbors! This will be an outreach event for our members and our neighbors.  
Preschool will have an Open House for visitors to see the facility and hear about their 
program.  

• Needed:   
• Filled plastic eggs with wrapped candy 
• Candy or stickers or small toy for plastic eggs  
• People to set up that morning, tables and pop-up tents for shade 
• Volunteers to help with Crafts guiding  kids as they make a craft 
• People to welcome guests 
• Lunch servers  
 
        This is an all church event.  Come join the fun!!!. 
 
Please continue to pray for the spiritual growth of the youth and 
adults. 
Parish Education Team 
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FREE Study Buddies Tutoring  
 

Tuesday & Thursday, 
 3-4:30 pm  

 

Study Buddies, our FREE tutoring program for 

grades 1-6, meets at Emanuel on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays from 3-4:30 PM in the Hope 

Center Library.   
 

If you'd like to contribute to the fun, they are 
always in need of snacks for the kids.  
Lunch box size bags of chips and small water 
bottles are supplied to our students while they 
study.  
 

Invite a friend or neighbor! Flyers are available 
at Sunday’s Welcome Table.  
 

 

Burrito Ministry 
Saturday March 28, 2026 10 am 

Please join us preparing or delivering 
burritos to those who are hungry. 

 

~ Sunday Bible Readings ~   
 
    2nd Sunday in Lent       3rd Sunday in Lent   4th Sunday in Lent    5th Sunday in Lent   Palm Sunday 
                                                                                         
      March  1                        March 8                  March 15                   March 22                 March 29 
      Genesis 12:1-4a            Exodus 17:1-7        1 Samuel 16:1-13     Ezekiel 37:1-14        Processional Gospel 
      Psalm 121                     Psalm 95                 Psalm 23                    Psalm 130                Matthew 21:1-11 
      Romans 4:1-5, 13-17    Romans  5:1-11       Ephesians 5:8-14       Romans 8:6-11        Isaiah 50:4-9a    
      John 3:1-17                   John 4:5-42             John 9:1-41                John 11:1-45     Psalm 31:9-16 
                 Philippians 2:5-11 
                 Matthew 26:14—27:66 

Men’s Fellowship 
breakfast Saturday, 
March 7, 2026 at 
8:00 am. 

March 27 
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WORSHIP SERVING SCHEDULE - MARCH  2026 

Thank you for volunteering to serve during worship in various capacities.  If you cannot serve on any particu-
lar assigned Sunday, it is your responsibility to find a replacement or trade with someone on the list.  Then 
PLEASE notify the church office by the prior Monday so the bulletin will read properly.  Thank you for volun-
teering to serve. 
 
 
 GREETERS           READER   COMMUNION USHERS              
                                          
3/1 Joe & Hailey  JoEllen Dobson Steve & Nancy John Ospital 
 McRobert     White   Jeff Ospital 
       James Sweeney 
 
 
3/8 Steve & Nancy Cindy Reyes  Denise & Chip VJ Roberts 
 White      Whitcher  Jerry Schnakenberg  
       Jeff Ospital 
 
 
3/15 Jill Drummond Jeff Roberts  Jessica Pisetsky Jerry Schnakenberg  
 Sue Morgan     Jeff Ward  James Crabb 
       Susan Wright  
 
 
3/22 Celeste 
 Templeton   VJ Roberts  Emily Beard  John Ospital 
 Sharon Patow     Robyn Ospital  Fraloi Cuyno   
       Cheska Cuyno  
 
3/29 Kim Beard  Celeste   Rose Ward  Chip Whitcher 
 Nat Ward  Templeton  John Ward  Chris De LaTorre 
       A J Ward 
        
        
          
      
 
PLEASE NOTIFY THE OFFICE OR JANINE WARD (562) 556-0200 ASAP IF YOU ARE UNAVAIL-
ABLE TO SERVE DUE TO PLANNED VACATIONS, OR FOR ANY OTHER REASON.  IT HELPS 
IMMENSELY IN PLANNING.  MANY THANKS! 
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  TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1 

Closed captioning is available on both YouTube and Facebook. 
  Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Instagram  

 

 Easy Ways to Support Emanuel Financially 
 

Thank you for your financial gifts to God through Emanuel Lutheran Church!!! 
 Below are 4 ways to give: 
 

• Entryway offering plate • “Giving” link online at www.elclh.org 
• Mail to the Church Office • Text dollar amount to 562-210-0007 

 

Our bank has recently notified us how checks must be written in order to be accepted.  We are asking for 
your assistance to avoid future checks being refused. 
 

• Checks must be made payable to EMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH (full name written out) 
• Checks are to be written using blue or black ink only (other colors not acceptable) 
• Make sure the number in the amount is the same as the amount written in words  

($100.00 = one-hundred and no/100 dollars) 

 

MARCH JOY CIRCLE 
March 16, 2026 

9:30 AM-11:00AM 

 
The Old Testament is certainly filled with wonderful stories that bring us closer to 
understanding the attributes of God and our beloved savior Jesus.  The first in this 3 part 
series entitled God’s name, God’s promise is God who abides: Bread, light and vine.  We 
are excited to delve into God identifying Himself as I AM! 
 
Please consider trying out this loving, welcoming group of faithful women of Emanuel 
who search together to understand what the Bible teaches us!  You will never feel that you 
are behind and lessons are always provided on the morning of Joy Circle. 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
http://www.elclh.org
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TO WORSHIP WITH US ONLINE AND VIA 
LIVE STREAM, GO TO 
 

• Emanuel’s website:  http://elclh.org 

• YouTube: Emanuel Lutheran Church 
La Habra 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA 

• Facebook:  Emanuel Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 
https://www.facebook.com/
emanuel.lutheran.1 

 

Closed captioning is available on both  
YouTube and Facebook.  
Visit Emanuel’s website or find us on Insta-
gram (emanuellahabra) for  upcoming events 

Emanuel Lutheran Preschool is 

now enrolling students!  

• Our Preschool is open all year-round. 
 
• We are a state licensed, non-profit 

organization dedicated to providing an 
atmosphere of love and acceptance in 
which all children are encouraged to 
develop to their fullest potential. 

 
• Our teachers are dedicated to support 

and inspire your child’s progress. 
 
• Daily activities include motor 

development, social skills and language 
skills to benefit your child at their 
appropriate level. 

 
If you or someone you know is looking for 
child care reach out to Preschool Director 
Jonine Sodders (562)694-5316 or email 
EmanuelPreschoolLaHabra@hotmail.com ~  Prayer  ~ 

God’s Word tells us it is the 
most powerful force God 

has entrusted to us! 
 

Have a prayer request for 
yourself or others? 

Call or email the church office and  
we will share it with the Prayer 

Team. 
 

Want to make time to pray  
with others?   

Consider joining the Prayer Group 
in person in the Youth Room or via 

Zoom 8:30-9:30 AM Saturday 
mornings. 

 

Want to be part of the Prayer 
Team?  

Contact the church office.  
Celebrating 12 years of meeting 

and praying together 

  Altar Flowers Donation 
We invite you to provide flowers for 
the altar on any Sunday Service!  
Sign up in the Narthex. On the 
Monday before flowers are 
expected, call Blooming Hills to 
order flowers. Cost will be $65.00 
paid to Blooming Hills Florist, (562) 
690-3347. Please take the flowers 
home after the service on Sunday, or 
they will be taken to a shut in that 
week. 
 
 
 

http://elclh.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4Fu6qvPdYF2MM92JzoU9uA
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
https://www.facebook.com/emanuel.lutheran.1
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 Pray For One Another January 2026 
    *** Save this for reference throughout the month. *** 

 

    “I ask that you take away sickness, infirmity and pain from me and 
restore me to health“  

 
Special Prayer Focus for This Month 

~  "Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives 
all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who 
crowns you with steadfast love and mercy" ~ Psalm 103:2-4   

 

Continuing Prayers 

~ Dan Toussaint 
~ Cathy Spangler 
~ Anne Bobchick 
~ Baby Troy 
~ Connie Bogosian 
~ John Uhlman 
 
If you have Prayer requests for the next eight weeks, please contact the Church office to add names.  

 
Assisted Living Centers/Homebound                                   

~ Lee Reitzel – Emerald Court          

 
Friends and Family to Remember 

~ Lin Baesler, wife of Pastor Ron Baesler 
 
Remembering the Family of Those Who Have Died 
The family of Chuck Holtzendorff. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving  

 
~  For all God’s blessings, those we see and so many big and small ways God provides for our needs, 

often before we even know our need.  
 
~ Thank You, God, for those who are here to share these blessings this month, for the generosity of                          

our hosts that make this possible. Bless those who are here and those who are in our hearts, and all 
those who are not as fortunate.  

 

 
If you have prayer concerns to add to Emanuel’s list, please contact the church office at  
(562)691-0656.   
Once a month, names will be removed from the list that have been in print at least eight consecutive 
weeks (except those who request extended prayer). You are welcome to re-submit any names 
removed from the list, or you may remove a name at any time by contacting the church office. Thank 
you.  
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Christ in Our Home 
Jan/Feb/Mar   
Now Available 

This quarterly devotional 
resource encourages us to live 
out our faith daily. Each reflective 
reading is accompanied by a daily scripture 
reference and prayer for the day that 
follows the Revised Common Lectionary. 
Booklets are available in the church 
entryway or office. Email 
churchinfo@elclh.org if you would like a 
copy mailed to you. 

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  

MARCH 2026 

4  Emerson Grimsby 

5  Linda Delatorre 

9  Lisa Beiderwell 

10 Lorianne Immings 

11 George Wright 

 

  16  Debbie Pfeifer 

 19  Jeanette Parr 

 21  Anna Diaz 

 22  Lucas Ospital 

 23  Elizabeth Roberts 

 25  Jerry Schnakenberg  

 

  

 

25  Celina Zambrano 

26 Doris Rossini 

27 Angellee Vernon 

27  Chip Whitcher 

31 Gerald Patow 

31 James Pfeifer  

   

  

  

  

  

 
A Wandering Heart 
 
Join us for Wednesday 
Bible Discussion with a 
Devotional From 
Sanctified Art: A 
Wandering Heart: 
Figuring Out Faith with 
Peter during Lent. 

mailto:churchinfo@elclh.org
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